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Wage and Hour Division, Labor § 779.507 

the Act is exempt as a retail or service 
establishment under section 13 of the 
Act from the monetary requirements of 
the Act, the requirements of the child 
labor provisions must still be met. 
Thus, retail or service establishments, 
in covered enterprises, doing less than 
$250,000 annually, must comply with 
the child labor requirements even if 
they are exempt from minimum wage 
and overtime provisions under section 
13(a)(2) of the Act. 

§ 779.504 The retailer and section 
12(c). 

Section 12(c) was amended in 1961 to 
prohibit the employment of oppressive 
child labor in any enterprise engaged 
in commerce or in the production of 
goods for commerce. Thus, employers 
in every enterprise which is covered 
under the Act must comply with sec-
tion 12(c) of the child labor provisions 
of the Act. As stated in § 779.503, com-
pliance with this provision is necessary 
even though the employers in a par-
ticular establishment or establish-
ments of a covered enterprise are ex-
empt from the requirement of compen-
sating employees in accordance with 
sections 6 and 7 of the Act. 

§ 779.505 ‘‘Oppressive child labor’’ de-
fined. 

Section 3(1) of the Act defines oppres-
sive child labor as follows: 

‘‘Oppressive child labor’’ means a condition 
of employment under which (1) any employee 
under the age of 16 years is employed by an 
employer (other than a parent or a person 
standing in place of a parent employing his 
own child or a child in his custody under the 
age of 16 years in an occupation other than 
manufacturing or mining or an occupation 
found by the Secretary of Labor to be par-
ticularly hazardous for the employment of 
children between the ages of 16 and 18 years 
or detrimental to their health or well-being) 
in any occupation, or (2) any employee be-
tween the ages of 16 and 18 years is employed 
by an employer in any occupation which the 
Secretary of Labor shall find and by order 
declare to be particularly hazardous for the 
employment of children between such ages 
or detrimental to their health or well-being; 
but oppressive child labor shall not be 
deemed to exist by virtue of the employment 
in any occupation of any person with respect 
to whom the employer shall have on file an 
unexpired certificate issued and held pursu-
ant to regulations of the Secretary of Labor 
certifying that such person is above the op-

pressive child labor age. The Secretary of 
Labor shall provide by regulation or by order 
that the employment of employees between 
the ages of 14 and 16 years in occupations 
other than manufacturing and mining shall 
not be deemed to constitute oppressive child 
labor if and to the extent that the Secretary 
of Labor determines that such employment 
is confined to periods which will not inter-
fere with their schooling and to conditions 
which will not interfere with their health 
and well-being. 

§ 779.506 Sixteen-year minimum. 

The Act sets a 16-year minimum for 
employment in manufacturing or min-
ing occupations. Furthermore, this age 
minimum is applicable to employment 
in all other occupations unless other-
wise provided by regulation or order 
issued by the Secretary. 

§ 779.507 Fourteen-year minimum. 

(a) Prohibited occupations. With re-
spect to employment in occupations 
other than manufacturing and mining, 
the Secretary is authorized to issue 
regulations or orders lowering the age 
minimum to 14 years where he finds 
that such employment is confined to 
periods which will not interfere with 
the minors’ schooling and to conditions 
which will not interfere with their 
health and well-being. Pursuant to this 
authority, the Secretary permits the 
employment of 14- and 15-year-old chil-
dren in a limited number of occupa-
tions where the work is performed out-
side school hours and is confined to 
other specified limits. Under the provi-
sions of Child Labor Regulations, sub-
part C (§§ 570.31 through 570.38 of this 
chapter), employment of minors in this 
age group is not permitted in the fol-
lowing occupations: 

(1) Manufacturing, mining, or proc-
essing occupations including occupa-
tions requiring the performance of any 
duties in a workroom or workplace 
where goods are manufactured, mined, 
or otherwise processed; 

(2) Occupations involving the oper-
ation or tending of hoisting apparatus 
or of any power-driven machinery 
other than office machines; 

(3) The operation of motor vehicles or 
service as helpers on such vehicles; 

(4) Public messenger service; 
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